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SAN DIEGO TRIBUNE 
9 August 1980 


WENCKE^SOUGHT^JOSINCiA 

M 





, By.CtAUDE WALBERT 

ShiHWriiw v>r 

. F^giUve'iinancler"Walter^^^ may have ask^ the U.S; govemment toj 

■ provide him: ther best of.all hiding places -jr within the.Central Intelligence! 

! Agency:V^$;^i^5fev;^^!^ •> 

Duringfa'heanng yesterday’/te determine -if CatherjTi. Wencke should be 
held in- contempt for conceaUng information about , her former husband, a 
counsel for? the Securities and Exchange. Commisdoh revealed that a. letter 
bearing j;iyencke’s /n^e had; been preparediTpr^tee; 
i depaurtinent;;<-4%f<5?^5^^;T!- ;^-V 

i' >TheSEe7s said he could not.i^ lipw he ob^ed the 

!‘ : Th the Iinsighed: letter: W encke said he didn’t believe. the. CIA had anyone!^ 
nyitn-his vunique eombinationorSusihess'-arrd language expertise.” 

'^'.Wencke was. reportedly a military intelligence specialist during and after 
'World WarTl. In his letter he claimed to have been trained by the Army in 
'T:fnhese and Japanese,, and said-he, could also spes^ Russian, French, Spanish 
;ahd ■German. 

“My primary business waS the in.yestigation and acquisition of financially! 
troubled companies,” Wencke wrote.^explaininghow he could walk through a 

! mahufacturingplant and assess its production. ■ ■ vi;.: •. 

Wencke’s letter said he was ’enclosing a newspaper^; article describing his 
troubles with federal law-enforcement agencies, 
i. He said he expected to be a “guest*.- at the federal prison in Lompoc as a 
^result of those troubles and, rather than spending 20 months “playing tennis 

• or -playing: cards,, I would ‘prefer to spend it productively utilizing my 

“knowledge for the .benefit of the government.” . . i/’ ■ • ' .. ; ;' <• J- v^l 

/' "'f'ln. other woirds;'! want to use my time and energy for the government 

• rather than sit idle at its expense." 

Wencke has been accused 
the intent of looting them." _ , 

During his heyday in the late T960s;.he assembled a financial empire pf 
j 'dozens of companies,^hotels in five states and thousands of acres of CaWornia 

He- was conwcted of ^ciirities fraud and has been missing since Oct.‘ 9,; 

• when he was to surrender to begin serving his term. Kaufmann said Wencke- 
/transferred $25,000 to banks in the Bahamas shortly before he vanished, - 

; ^encke’s former wife has been acciised of failing to divulge an she knows 
/about his tangled affa: 

' receiver, Robert Gould 

r /iYesterdayZ/she/firet dehied typing any-letter, for her 

/which he soughtteihjndy]heht.C:riS;.i;£/:?J.::l;-|^?l^!^^ 

■ V-But when Kaufnianh produced the letter, she said; “It seeiiis he contectedt 
I therfederal government brsortiebody..”.';!://!?,/^.;'*;;;;:^;'---?^ 



-U-S; Magistrate: Harry R. McCue commented that Mrs. Wencke seemed to 
^ave difficuIty recaUing events until she learned that documents were to^^^^^ 

' produced; 

•' “She had a-miraculous iwovery of her rriembry when she knew you had' 

• thaWetter,*’!McCue said to Kaufmahm;: -??«i?r:^:^/'#^ 

; ■ McCue strongly urged Mrs. Wencke to try to remember events such as the 
! j e tt y to the GIA/ noting that anything that cdilld..liave kept her husband^ : 

" prison o ATtvi/i inn on 

f -^OTcke’s letter 

i knoi^whatTcah ( , 

? :-^atecan/t«Ccharacteri 2 edjgeyrpurt^^^ a rather biKure propel,. 1 
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